
CIVIL WAR BATTLEFIELD AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION FUNDS 

Priorities and Opportunities 

     A mechanism for evaluating priorities is in place for both the Tennessee Civil War Site Preservation 

Fund and the Tennessee Historic Property Land Acquisition Funds.  Current law specifies criteria for the 

Tennessee Historical Commission when considering preservation opportunities as they arise.  A 

summary of the two funds is below: 

 

Civil War Battlefields:    

• Funding will support preservation of Tennessee’s 38 nationally significant Civil War Battlefields 

as designated by the Civil War Sites Advisory Commission Report on the Nation’s Civil War 

Battlefields (1993) and as specific in current legislation.     Funding may only be used for land 

protection associated with the 38 battlefields or Underground Railroad sites.   Funds may be 

used to purchase state property and grants may be made to private non-profits for matching 

non-state funding to acquire property or easements.   

 

Background:   

      Historically these battlefields encompassed an estimated 386,000 acres.  About 1/3, or 

115,000 acres, survive and retain sufficient significance and integrity and are worthy of 

preservation.  Today, about 20,000 acres are protected.  The remaining 95,000 are at risk. 

(Update to the Civil War Sites Advisory Commission Report on the Nation’s Battlefields – State of 

Tennessee, National Park Service, 2009)  Federal matching funds for their protection are 

available upon application from the American Battlefield Protection Program with a 50% match.  

 

Historic Preservation:    

• Funding will support preservation of significant Tennessee historic sites.  The Tennessee 

Historical Commission will administer the funding and evaluate priorities, given opportunities.  

The Commission will expend the funds in the historic property land acquisition fund only for the 

acquisition of land for any area designated as an historic place as evidenced by its inclusion on 

the National Register of Historic Places or the Tennessee Register of Historic Places, or any other 

area of historic significance, as approved by the Commission, and for the acquisition of 

easements to protect historic areas.  Such funds may also be used for capital projects, including 

improvements and maintenance, of properties previously acquired, and for the capital grants to 

other historic properties not owned or operated by the State.  

 

Background: 

     Tennessee has more than 42,000 National Register-listed properties.   Tennessee manages 17 

historic sites with 106 buildings on more than 300 acres.   15 sites, operated by independent 

partner non-profit entities, receive partial operating grants from the State.  Additionally, local 

governments and non-profit organizations are eligible for grants to manage their historic 

properties, including archaeological sites.  


