
 

 

The Tennessee Farm Protection Fund - $5 million 

Priorities in Tennessee 

Working farms are under development pressure.  Between 2007 and 2014 approximately 

500,000 acres of farmland was lost in Tennessee. This represents a total of 11,700 farms or 

62,500 acres of farmland per year.1 Through a voluntary program, we can permanently secure 

conservation easements to protect our farmland that feeds us all.  

Farmland protection initiatives in Tennessee have mostly been through private Land Trust 

organizations with the resulting conservation easements held by those organizations.  Even 

though significant acres of land in Tennessee have been protected, mostly through donated 

easements and the resulting tax credits, the larger opportunity to protect these important lands 

has been hindered by the lack of funding to make direct purchases of development easements or 

the same lack of funding to fully utilize available federal farm bill program funding.  Tennessee 

is agriculturally diverse, dominated by farming and forestry, with half the state’s land area in 

farms.  According to the American Farmland Trust, Tennessee is among the 10 top states in 

conversion of farmland to development and the Nashville Basin is the 12th highest among 

Major Land Resource Areas across the county. 

 

Federal Match is available.  The $5 million requested could easily be used in conjunction with 

the federal program or for direct easements and associated costs of perfecting those easements.  

The federal Farm and Ranch Lands Protection Program provides 50 percent of the cost of a 

qualified easement with the landowner providing 25 percent and 25 percent comes from a 

local match.  The local match would come from this proposal.  The Land Trust for Tennessee 

has been working on a priority approach to direct its work and the federal program has priority 

requirements to ensure appropriate lands are considered for protection.     There is a very narrow 

group of lands types that can see as much as a 75 percent federal match but that is a limited area 

in Tennessee.  Any funding by the state would work through the Tennessee Department of 

Agriculture to join these efforts and prioritize state efforts to protect those most important lands 

to agriculture and agriculture production while joining with efforts to protect water quality, 

historic and other important natural resources in Tennessee. 

Once funding is available, interest in protecting our farmland will grow from landowners to the 

point a priority list is necessary to ensure the best farms are protected based on those priorities.  

States surrounding Tennessee are making available significantly more funds for farmland 

protection than this small amount and the interest in this state is no less.  One program manager 

with a land trust simply stated, “Just turn me loose and I’ll show them how fast $5 million can be 

used to protect farmland from development.  The interest is out there”. 
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