
 

 

 
“Let the waters teem with countless living creatures and let birds fly above the Earth across the vault of heaven.” Genesis 1:20 

 

Our mission:  Conserve 4% more of Tennessee’s 27 million acres by 2050, in forested corridors to protect 

water; Conserve farmland and our history.  For our children, wildlife, and economy.  

 

The Proposal:  In 2017, we request $35 million in non-recurring funding from the State’s General Fund to be 

deposited with the Tennessee Heritage Conservation Trust Fund.  With this funding each year, we would 

permanently protect 1.2 million forested acres along our rivers and streams, ensuring an abundant and cleaner 

water supply for a growing population and for jobs.  Also, this would conserve our most vulnerable wildlife and 

most beautiful scenery.  Additionally, purchase of development rights would conserve working farms to feed a 

growing population.  Historic easements and grants would protect the most significant historic sites remaining 

in Tennessee.   

The Purpose and Need:  Tennessee’s population is 6.6 million people and is projected to be 9.3 million by 

2050. Rising population combined with aging landowners will fragment forests necessary for clean and 

plentiful water, our rich farmland, and our historic treasures. At the same time, demands for water will increase 

for food, recreation, energy, natural resources, and economic development.  Manufacturing and jobs are 

water dependent.  Because fresh water is the most vulnerable habitat on the planet, we have the most to lose.  

Tennessee has seven of the eight most species-rich rivers in North America. Already, almost half of our rivers 

are so polluted they do not meet the designated use for swimming and fishing. By conserving rivers, our 

economy will grow while endangered life is conserved.   

What will it cost and how will this be funded?  No new tax is proposed.  By re-directing from the State’s 

General Fund an additional $35 million this year, Tennessee would expand conservation investments to provide 

for: Water Conservation, $25 million; Farmland Conservation, $5 million; and Historic Preservation, $5 

million.  These three funds would complement existing conservation programs.  

 

Protecting land and water now makes sense.    Investing now to conserve our most important drinking 

waters, woods, and wildlife; our vital farmlands, and rich history, we will be providing future generations the 

resources needed for a successful future.  As our population grows, so will investments for a good quality of 

life, healthy food, water, and air for us and our descendants.  We must act now while large tracts of land are 

available.  Our increased funding need represents 1/10th of 1% of our State’s $34 billion budget.   

 

Economic gains off-set investments: New jobs will result.  Parks are THE most visited attractions in 

Tennessee.  Cummins Falls State Park received 280,890 visitors in 2016, benefitting the rural economy and our 

health. Agriculture and manufacturing are water dependent; 80 commercial food corporations in Tennessee 

are water dependent.   Economic recruitment will win with increased water availability. Forests naturally filter 

water and reduce floods, saving money on water filtration and flood mitigation.  This program will give our 

descendants everything they need for a successful future.   

 

From public opinion polling, we know 8 in 10 Tennesseans support this.1 Our coalition represents tens of 

thousands of Tennesseans who will work to support this initiative. 

                                                           
1 Fairbank, Maslin, Maullin, Metz & Associates. Public Opinion Strategies, Project #15007. January 5-8, 2015.  


